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I NT. NANCY' S KI TCHEN - AFTERNOON

NANCY (68) and ANNETTE (65) sit at a small, round dining
tabl e playing rumy. Annette picks up three cards and | ays
down a run of four.

NANCY
Real | y? 1've been waiting for a ten
hal f the gane.

ANNETTE
Sorry, not sorry. Isn't that what the
cool kids say?

NANCY
| know how you are. |'ve been playing
wth you 40 years.

ANNETTE
Not possible. | would ve been an
i nfant.

Nancy gives Annette a | ook.

NANCY
You don't get carded for the senior
egg white and spinach crap you order
at Bob Evans.

ANNETTE
Yeah... why bother being vain? There's
no one left to inpress.

NANCY
You're still marri ed.

ANNETTE
Ri chard's a cheater, Nance.

NANCY
| wasn't about to be the one to ruin
your life by telling you. Guess you're
not so oblivious after all.

ANNETTE
Ruin ny life? At this point |I'mjust
gl ad he has a hobby. Keeps hi mout of
nmy hair. He's been at it since the
very begi nni ng.



NANCY
Wy don't you just get a divorce?

ANNETTE
| nsur ance.

NANCY
Real | y? Yours isn't even that good.
Seriously, the insurance isn't worth
it, Annette. Just |eave him

ANNETTE
Honey, |'m past the cougar stage. And
| don't do well with |onely.

NANCY
" m al ways here.
ANNETTE
Right. But not in ny bed.
NANCY
You still sleep with hin? Annette! You

coul d get herpes!

ANNETTE
Ri chard al ways uses a condom

Nancy covers her ears and w nces. She gets up and wal ks
toward the fridge.

One of her cats sits on the floor. She stoops to pet it.

NANCY
Hey Carter, honey. You feeling okay?

Nancy opens the fridge and pulls out a pitcher of iced tea,
whi ch she brings back to the table.

ANNETTE
Enough about nme and Richard. Let's
turn the tables. Now, | hate to speak
i1l of the dead...

NANCY
Then don't.

ANNETTE
But Everett had a mistress too.



NANCY
He woul d never.

ANNETTE
H's |lab was his m stress.
NANCY
Oh. Well | suppose you could nmake an

argunment for that.

ANNETTE
You suppose?

NANCY
That's a lot different than taking
your secretary to Aspen.

ANNETTE
Did he have a mattress down there in
t he basenent ?

NANCY
A couch

ANNETTE
Exactly.

NANCY

It's not the sane.

Annette gives her a | ook, then finishes her iced tea.

ANNETTE
We shoul d dri nk.

NANCY
It's one o' clock in the afternoon,
Annett e.

ANNETTE

Doesn't matter. W have nothing to do.
Nancy wal ks to the front door and | ooks out the w ndow.

NANCY
Everyone knows us.

ANNETTE
They won't know.



NANCY
Church people find out anything worth
know ng.

Annette opens the fridge and stoops | ow, checking behind
t hi ngs.

ANNETTE
There's vodka, Nance!

NANCY
Don't touch it.

Annette pulls it out and holds it up to the light. It's about
hal f full.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
| said don't touch it.

ANNETTE
Everett's?

Nancy snatches it from her.

ANNETTE ( CONT' D)
Oh, cone on. You have sonething better
to remenber himby. A scrapbook or
sonmet hing. You can't |eave a perfectly
good bottle of vodka.

NANCY
| can, actually.

ANNETTE
Ckay!

She goes back to | ooking for al cohol.

NANCY
Are we going to finish our ganme?

Nancy sits back down and picks up a hand of cards while
Annette produces a nearly enpty bottle of spiced rum

ANNETTE
Do you have Coke?

Nancy huffs and throws her cards on the table.

NANCY
It's not right to drink in the day.



Annette | aughs.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Just take the rum

ANNETTE
You want ne to | eave?

Nancy stares at the front door silently. Annette pats Nancy's
shoul der on the way out.

I NT. NANCY' S BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

Nancy goes to her room and flops on her neatly-made bed, next
to two nore cats. She pets them both.

NANCY
| don't need people.

She starts to cry.

There is a picture of Nancy and Everett on the end table by
the bed. It |ooks recent, and they appear very happy.

| NT. BASEMENT LABORATORY - EVEN NG

Nancy goes down the basenent stairs. Everett's l|laboratory is
a sight to behold, full of electronic devices.

He has data charts nounted on the wall, beakers and burners
and open-face cabinets full of chem cals.

H's walls are decorated with superheroes of all Kkinds.

Bat man, Supernan, The Avengers, Spiderman, and a | arge wooden
sign above his work area says, "You don't have to be very
strong to be very brave."

Nancy wal ks through the | aboratory. She picks things up and
| ooks at them sonetinmes snells them and sets them back just
as she found them

At his conputer, there is a little paper banner taped to the
top of the conputer nonitor that reads, "THERE IS A CURE."

Nancy w ggl es the nouse, and the screen |lights up. She puts
in the password: "screwcancer 67"

Hi s desktop background is a picture of the two of them when
t hey were nuch younger

She clicks an icon on the desktop, a Wrd docunent | abel ed



"Log." It reads, "2-21-2017. I'mclosing in on the answers.
|"ve had great success with seruns 82 and 83."

Nancy wal ks up the stairs.

| NT. KI TCHEN- EVEN NG

Nancy fills a line of 8 cat food dishes along one wall. She
pi cks up Carter and puts himin a roomby hinmself with his

f ood.

She cooks bacon and pops bread in the toaster, slices tomato
and pulls a large piece of lettuce off the head.

She sits at the table, alone with her BLT, and prays.

NANCY (V. Q)
Dear God. Take ne, if you woul d,
pl ease. | just want to be with
Everett.

&D (V.0)
No.

Nancy's eyes pop open. She | ooks scared. She waits, and hears
not hing el se. So she cl oses her eyes again.

NANCY (V. Q)
Ckay. Tell Everett | love him and |
| ove you too. And thank you for the

BLT.

She waits, opens one eye and | ooks around, then opens the
ot her.

NANCY
(whi spers)
Amen.

| NT. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSROOM - MORNI NG

Nancy sits at a lowtable with five little kids (6 or 7 years
old). They all have their heads bowed, eyes closed, and hands
f ol ded.

ALL KIDS I N UNI SON
Anen.

NANCY
VWho here has heard of David and
Gol i at h?



A few kids raise their hands. Some of them | ook excited. JON
(18 years old) conmes in with a box and sets it on a near by
counter. She begins to pull out Y-shaped sticks, rubber bands
and koosh balls.

NANCY
Who was Davi d?
KID 1
A warrior!
NANCY
He wasn't exactly a warrior.
KID 2
Ki ng.
NANCY

He wasn't a king yet. He was just a
boy. Not nuch ol der than you. That's
what makes his story so incredible.

Annette conmes in with a notepad. She counts the kids and
wites in her notepad while Nancy is talking.

NANCY
The Philistine arny had a super strong
giant naned Goliath and the Israelites
were afraid because they didn't have
anyone strong enough to defeat him

Annette | ooks at Joni and at the slingshots. She taps Nancy
on the shoul der and Nancy stops speaki ng.

ANNETTE
(whi spers)

You can't give themslingshots in
chur ch.

NANCY
It's a craft, Annette.

ANNETTE
Yeah... you're crafting weapons
t hough.

NANCY

They don't have rocks. They have koosh
bal | s.



ANNETTE
They' Il find rocks.

NANCY
(standi ng)
And then, little David defeated
Goliath, the giant! Joni? The crafts?

Joni passes the slingshots out to the kids. Nancy hands them
each a koosh ball.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Don't do anything with these yet. W
will go over the rules.

ANNETTE
Rul es aren't going to stop them from
putting each others' eyes out.

NANCY

Al David had was a sling and five
stones. But he was brave.

Annette storns out.
ANNETTE
(out loud to herself)
Slingshots in church!
The door shuts behind her.
I NT. NANCY'S HOUSE - THE NEXT DAY

The doorbell rings. Nancy answers it. It's Joni.

JONI
H Ms. Rol and.
NANCY
H Joni. You know you can call ne
Nancy.
JONI
kay.
NANCY

Are you ready?

Joni nods. Nancy ushers her in.



NANCY
| don't know exactly how long I'Il be
gone. WII you be available for all of
June?

JONI
Yes. | don't |eave for college until
August .

NANCY
Ch, good.

Nancy and Joni walk to the kitchen. On the floor is a black
and white cat, lying on its side.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
This is Carter. He's diabetic. ']
show you where | keep his insulin and
needl| es.

Joni | ooks worri ed.

JONI
| have to give himshots?

NANCY
Yes, two a day. You can practice on an
orange. |'ll show you. And he's used

toit. Don't worry.

JONI
kay.

Joni | ooks worried. She scribbles on her little notepad.

NANCY
He has to eat his food in a separate
roomso the others don't snag it. It
woul d throw of f his sugars.
(to Carter)
It would throw off your sugars, yes it
woul d.

Nancy ki sses the top of Carter's head. She continues to |ead
Joni through the house.

NANCY
This is Maisy. She lost her |eg
because she got curious when soneone
was nmowi ng the [awn. But she's very
pl ayful .
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NANCY ( CONT' D)
(to cat)
You don't |et no stubby stub hold you
back. No you don't. You can do
anyt hi ng!

Joni sports a nervous smle. Nancy points at an orange cat
across the room

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Little Mss Sunshine is the orange one
over there. She's grunpy as hell.
Don't touch her. She bites.

Joni nods.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Huntington is the black one next to
her. | found himby the ATM Little
M ss Sunshine | ets himaround but |
woul dn't | et Moxie or Posie near her,
or Lul u.

JONI
Moxi e, Posie, and Lul u?

NANCY
Yes.

Nancy noves toward a tabby backed into a corner.
NANCY ( CONT' D)

Lul u has anxiety. She gets a little
kitty Prozac, don't you Lu?

JONI
How do | do that?

NANCY
Tuna and bread. You wap the pill in a
little ball; she'll scarf it right
down.

JONI

Didn't you say there were eight?

NANCY
Posi e, Mxie, Lulu, Huntington,
Carter, Maisy, Little Mss Sunshine.
Oh, how could | forget Queenie?
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Nancy | eads Joni down the hall to her bedroom She opens the
door to reveal a massively obese |long-haired cat |lying on the
bed.

NANCY
| present Queen Lucinda Sophia Anna
Maria the fifth. You can call her
Queenie. | have their pictures on
fridge magnets, and I will post al
their special instructions. So don't
worry. You'll be okay.

JONI
kay.

Nancy | eads Joni out to the living room

NANCY
Just cone by 2 or 3 tines a day. Keep
themfed, pet thema little bit,
change the litter.

JONI
| can do that.

Nancy | eads Joni to the front door and opens it.

NANCY
"Il see you Monday, then.

JONI
See you then.

Nancy shuts the door and turns to her cats.

NANCY
Monmmy's of f to do sonething speci al

Nancy goes back to her bedroom
| NT. NANCY' S BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

There is a one-piece magenta body suit in the closet, with
bl ack and purple accents. Nancy works to get it on.

NANCY
(to Queenie)
It's worse than Spanx!

She stands before her full-length mrror with her arns on her
hi ps and her chest puffed out. The doorbell rings.
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NANCY ( CONT' D)
Shi t !

She tries to get out of the suit, but she can't get it off.
The doorbell rings again. She throws her bathrobe over it.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Com ng!

She runs to the door. It's Joni. Nancy answers.

JONI
Sorry! | left nmy bag.

Nancy hands it to her. Joni smles, then turns and | eaves
with a wave.

Nancy shuts the door. She turns and throws her robe to the
fl oor dramatically, then punches and kicks the air a few
times. She squats to test the stretch of the suit.

NANCY
Do you think rayon bl end woul d breat he
better, Mxie? I"'msweating |like a
hooker in a chapel!

She goes to her desk and pulls out the main drawer, grabbing
a letter frominside.

CLOSE UP OF LETTER

WOMAN S VO CE (V.Q)
Dear Nancy, you have been selected to
participate in an elite, top-secret
pr ogr am

| NTERCUT SHOTS OF NANCY'S FACE W TH THE LETTER

WOVAN' S VO CE (V. O CONT' D)
You may wonder why you' ve been
sel ected. You may even be suspi ci ous
that this is a scam but we assure you
we are not con artists. In fact, con
artists, counterfeiters and general
lowifes are just a few of the nmany
types of villains covered in our first-
termcourses at the Top Secret Super
Her o Acadeny of Tul sa, Okl ahona!

Nancy | ooks anazed.
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WOVAN' S VO CE (V. O CONT' D)
You will be trained in ultimte world-
savi ng! After taking our sunmer
courses, you will be able to take down
a bad guy of your very own. And if you
do, please tell us because we could
use sone testinonials.

Nancy | ooks at the letter in disbelief. She flips it over and
holds it up to the light, then resunes where she left off.

WOVAN S VO CE (V. O CONT' D)
Sincerely, Cheryl, Admnistrative
assistant at the TS .S HT A Wre
trying out Tsh-ta. | don't know about
it. It sounds Jew sh.

At the bottom of the page, in blue pen, is scraw ed a post-
script message.

MAN' S VO CE (V.0Q)
P.S: Cheryl really needs help witing
these letters, but she's sensitive and
we can't afford to hurt her feelings.
She brings a |l ot of donuts. So when
you get here, we're open to ideas.
Si gned Capt ai n Tor pedo.

Nancy holds the letter and paces back and forth in her living
room

NANCY
Do you think I should get a cape? |
wonder if they provide capes. |'Il
never know if | don't ask. Well,
Huntington... this is the craziest
thing |1've ever done. But woul dn't
Everett have loved it? I"'msure if
he's | ooki ng down from Heaven, he's
gi ving nme googly eyes.

Nancy grabs her cell phone and settles on the couch with the
letter. She calls Cheryl.

NANCY
Her e goes not hi ng!

She makes the call. KATHERI NE answers.

| NTERCUT CALL BETWEEN ACADEMY AND NANCY' S HOUSE
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| NT. SUPER HERO ACADEMY, RECEPTI ONI ST DESK - DAY

A bubbly young lady with a pixie cut and gaudy earrings sits
at a desk. She answers the phone.

KATHERI NE
Hell o, this is Katherine.

NANCY
Kat heri ne? Wth. ..

KATHERI NE
(confused)
Just Kat herine, by nyself.
(1 ooks around)
Wth no one.

NANCY
No, like, with what conpany?

Kat heri ne doesn't answer. She bites her lip.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
Ckay Katherine. | have a letter
regardi ng a special training
opportunity.

KATHERI NE
Oh, that sounds nice.

NANCY
Wul d you happen to know anyt hi ng
about that?

KATHERI NE
Umm .. no. But | know how to connect
you to an extension, if you have one
of those.

NANCY

Ch. Right. Ckay. It's 3-6-7.
The Iine rings. KELLY answers. She is straight-faced.

KELLY
Hello, this is Kelly.

NANCY
Not Cheryl ?
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KELLY

No, it's Kelly. Do you need Cheryl ?
NANCY

Vll, | don't knowif | need Cheryl. |

just called to accept an invitation.

KELLY
Ch, to the suspenders party?

Nancy | ooks at the other side of her letter and inside the
envel ope in case there is another note.

NANCY
| s that code? Can you el aborate
pl ease?

KELLY

No. It's really not appropriate to
el aborate. But | can put you through
to Cheryl's voicenuil

NANCY
Vell, | wanted nore i nformati on about
t he acadeny.

KELLY

What' s the password?

Nancy's shoul ders drop and her face sinks with
di sappoi nt nent. She sighs. Then she | ooks up in hope.

NANCY
Tsh-ta?

KELLY
There's no password. | just like to
screw wi th peopl e.

NANCY
Real | y? So are you Cheryl ?

KELLY
No. I'mstill Kelly. Here. Go ahead
and | eave her a voicemail. She'll cal

you after our suspenders party.

NANCY
Oh, that's a thing?
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KELLY
O course. Here you go.

There is a pause as Kelly connects Nancy to CHERYL'S
voi cenui |

| NT. NANCY' S HOUSE - DAY
Nancy hol ds the phone and pets her cat.

CHERYL (V.Q)
Hel | o, you've reached the voicemil of
Cheryl Houseworth. Please |eave a
nmessage after the beep.

BEEP.

NANCY
H, this is Nancy Roland. |'mready...
to accept the invitation. | want to be
a superhero. Heroine. Superheroine. Is
that? Um .. if you could call nme back
wth details please, | would
appreciate it. My nunber is 555-878-
9033. Thanks! Bye.

Nancy hangs up the phone.

NANCY
Ugh. Did | nmake a fool of nyself?

She | ooks to her cats, but the felines visibly give no fucks.
EXT. ANNETTE' S PORCH - DAY

Nancy rings the doorbell. A dog barks. Annette cones to the
door and opens it. She | ooks at Nancy coldly.

ANNETTE
Can | help you?
NANCY
Okay. You're still mad about the
sl i ngshot s.
ANNETTE
Forget ne. They aren't even ny Kkids.
Just wait. I'msure you'll get a cal

froma parent if you haven't already.
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NANCY
Cone on...

ANNETTE
When they put an eye out.

NANCY
Wth a koosh ball ?!

Annette puts her hands up |i ke she's giving up.

ANNETTE
"mjust trying to warn you

NANCY
Come on. Let's go for a wal k.

ANNETTE
Fi ne.

Annette steps out and cl oses the door. The two of them go out
to the sidewal k and begi n wal ki ng.

NANCY
What do you want nme to do? Quit--

ANNETTE
Weapons deal i ng? Weapons dealing to
Si x-year-ol ds?

NANCY
You're so dramati c.
ANNETTE
That's fine. I'mdramatic, then.
NANCY
Just let it go already. | cane because
| wanted to tell you sonmething. |I'm

goi ng sonewhere for the sumer.

ANNETTE

You are? By yoursel f?
NANCY

Yes.
ANNETTE

Are you taking all the cats?
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NANCY
Joni's sitting. So, you'll see ne
sonetime in July.

ANNETTE
Real | y? That | ong? What am | supposed
to do?

NANCY

Maybe you'll get good at solitaire.
Annette whacks Nancy on the arm

NANCY ( CONT' D)

o
ANNETTE
Where are you goi ng?
NANCY
Tul sa.
ANNETTE
What the hell is in Tul sa?

Nancy doesn't answer.

ANNETTE ( CONT' D)
You're not Internet dating, are you?

NANCY
Oh God, no. You think | want to be
turned into a skin suit?

Annette | ooks Nancy up and down, assessi ng.

ANNETTE
Lanpshade or | uggage.

Nancy returns her friend s arm whack.

ANNETTE ( CONT' D)
Quch! You got ne hard.

NANCY
What el se could they want froma 68-
year-old with special needs cats?

ANNETTE
Baked goods.
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NANCY
No. I'mnot Internet dating. | can't
tell you what |'m doi ng.

ANNETTE

You have to! You tell nme everything.
NANCY

No | don't.
ANNETTE

You do! Ckay, I'mguessing. I'll start

wi th the nost comon things on
everyone's bucket |ist: underwater
basket weavi ng.

NANCY
No. underwater... really?

ANNETTE
Sl am poetry!

NANCY
St op guessi ng.

ANNETTE
No. | know Posing nude for a PETA
f undrai si ng cal endar!

NANCY
Stop. | woul d never pose nude for
anyone.

ANNETTE

That's right. Because you're no--

NANCY
Ha! You al nbst said |I'mno fun, but
you're the one who can't handle a toy
slingshot. I'mno fun because | won't
pose nude? O drink during the day?

ANNETTE
| hate you

NANCY
You don't.

EXT. SUPER HERO TRAI NIl NG ACADEMY - DAY

Nancy wal ks up to a brick building with no markings on it.



She has a rolling suitcase.

NANCY
(munbling to self)
It shouldn't have to be this top-
secret. | can't even find the door.

A man arrives: HANK, 45, buff but bal ding. He has no

sui t case,

j ust a backpack.

HANK
Excuse ne, m ss. Do you know where
entrance 11 is?

NANCY
No. I'mlooking for it too.
HANK
(eyi ng her)
Real | y?
NANCY

(of fended)
Yes, why? \What are you | ooking for?

HANK
Oh. |... uh...

NANCY
Secret ?

HANK
May be.

NANCY

You think I'"mputting you to a test or
sonet hi ng? How do | know you're not
trying to test ne?

HANK
Well, | suppose the only way to go is
to go together

NANCY
(thinks a nmonent)
| guess so.
HANK

| always figure if |I'm gonna get |ost,
| mght as well get lost with a pretty
| ady.

20.
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NANCY
(roll's her eyes)
OCh goodness.

Hank and Nancy wal k t oget her.
HANK

Maybe we should just call and ask for
di rections.

NANCY
|'ve never heard a man say that in ny
[ifel!
HANK
What's that supposed to nean?
NANCY
It's kind of refreshing is all.
HANK
You think I'mrefreshing?
NANCY
Now, don't let it go to your head.
HANK
Like Sprite? O like a nice scented
body wash?
NANCY

No. No. None of that.

Hank smles. They find a door and Nancy tries to open it.
It's | ocked. They keep novi ng.

HANK
This should be 11

NANCY
Shoul d be.

Hank tries the handle. It's not budging. He slans his weight
into the door.

NANCY
What are you doi ng?

HANK
Entering through door 11.



22.

NANCY
What if we were supposed to count the
ot her way?

Hank ki cks the door near the handle. It remai ns unnoving.

HANK
They have really strong doors.

NANCY
Should we try the ot hers?

He backs ups to get a running start toward the door. This
time it swings open and he tackles Kelly as she opens it from
t he i nsi de.

HANK
Damm! Dammt. |'m sorry.
He hel ps her up.
KELLY
Ch, yeah. I-it's okay. I'll recover.

Probably just a couple of broken ribs.
She wi nces in pain.

HANK
If it makes you feel better, you can
break a few of m ne

KELLY
(1 ooki ng confused)
|"mnot really into that sort of
t hi ng.

Hank rai ses an eyebrow at her, grinning.

HANK
What sort of thing are you into?
KELLY
(deadpan)
Col l ecting glass lanmps. Also, | eat a

| ot of cheese.
Hank | ooks di sappoi nt ed.

HANK
You know your way around this place?



KELLY
| do. Are you Hank?
HANK
How di d you know?
KELLY
| read your profile.
HANK
Profile?
KELLY
You know, "likes |ong wal ks by the
beach... nust |ove butterflies..

Sl eeps with anything human..."

HANK
| didn't say any of that.

KELLY
Those were exanpl es, although | have a
feeling the |last one's true.

HANK
want to find out?

KELLY
(turning to Nancy)
H, I"'mKelly. Nice to neet you.

NANCY
Nancy.

KELLY
| thought so.

NANCY
And what's ny profile say? Decrepit?
bsessed with needy felines?

KELLY
| think it says sonething about being
t he wi dow of the esteened scientist
Everett Rol and.

NANCY
Oh.

KELLY
Let's go. This way.

23.
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Kelly | eads Nancy and Hank down a hal |l way and through a door.
| NT. AUDI TORI UM AT THE ACADEMY - DAY

KELLY
Oientation is here in the auditorium
Get your nanme badges. You can check
your bags at the badge table. They
will be delivered to your room

There are nearly 100 people in the auditorium Mst of them
are talking excitedly to each other.

Kelly wal ks off to hel p other newconers. Hank and Nancy
approach CHERYL, who sits behind a table covered in
paperwor k, folders and nane tags.

CHERYL
Wel cone to the Top-Secret Super Hero
Trai ni ng Acadeny of Tul sa, Gkl ahona!
" m Cheryl!

NANCY
Cheryl fromthe letter! H . |I'm Nancy
Rol and.

HANK
H . Hank Arthur.

Cheryl hands them each a fol der. Paper-clipped to the front
of the folders are their nane tags.

CHERYL
So gl ad you cane! The keynote speaker
is about to begin, and then we w |
proceed with orientation. Your
schedule is outlined in your packet.

NANCY
Thanks.

Nancy heads to an enpty spot near the front. There is a
Got hi c-1 ooki ng young lady with plenty of enpty space to
ei ther side of her.

Nancy takes a seat next to her. The goth girl | ooks at Nancy.
Nancy smles. The goth girl |ooks annoyed and scoots away.

The presenter, OLIVIA HANSHAW t akes t he podi um
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QLI VI A HANSHAW
Good norning! | amso excited to be
here. As you know, if you are here
t oday, you have been specially
sel ected. Hand-picked. This is for a
reason, whether it feels like it or
not. By com ng here, you've chosen to
be brave. That's what it takes to be a
hero. As you train, | want you to
remenber that. It's going to be hard.
So renenber why you cane. Renenber the
wor |l d needs you. Thank you very mnuch.

Appl ause.

HANK
(whi spers to Nancy)
She was hot .

NANCY
VWhat, am | your bro now?

Hank | ooks ashaned.
Aivia steps away fromthe podium DR COLTON SAER steps up.

DR. COLTON SAER
Thank you Aivia. Welcone. | am Dr.
Colton Saer. You may have heard of ne,
i f you know anyt hi ng about cancer or
the treatnment thereof. | tend to run
in circles of oncol ogists and
treatment specialists. But I am here
t oday because | want you to think
about . . .

Hi s voice fades out. Nancy appears to recogni ze Dr. Saer, and
her face shows she isn't too fond of him

DR. COLTON SAER ( CONT' D)
(rmuf fl ed)
Sone peopl e say doctors are heroes. O
police, or teachers. Wat makes a hero
a hero?

Nancy gets up and wal ks toward the door, where she is stopped
by a SECURI TY GUARD

SECURI TY GUARD
Ma'am |'mgoing to have to ask you to
t ake your seat.
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NANCY
| changed ny mnd. | don't want to be
her e.

SECURI TY GUARD
We can tal k about this after the
presenter has finished, but you may
not | eave during the speech.

Nancy takes the cl osest avail able seat to the door.

DR. COLTON SAER
You nust all be wondering about how
you wi Il get superhuman powers.

Hank stretches out a bit and scopes out the goth girl, who
gives hima terrifying, alnost nurderous |ook. He | ooks away.

Nancy is

Dr. Saer

DR. COLTON SAER ( CONT' D)
We have been working for years with
t he best pharmaceutical conpanies to
research and devel op successf ul
medi cations that can activate
different areas of the brain to
accentuate natural abilities and even
gi ve us new ones.

tuned in to what the doctor is saying.

DR. COLTON SAER ( CONT' D)
Wil e we believe you all have the
potential for greatness, the next six
weeks wi Il be your chance to prove
your sel ves, and not all of you will
make it. But | look forward to seeing
whi ch of you do. Good | uck

smles frombehind the podium raises a hand to

wave, and nmout hs "thank you, " inaudi bl e beneath the appl ause.

Nancy | ooks at the security guard. He's staring back at her.

Aivia Hanshaw returns to the mc. Nancy turns to watch, but
remai ns standi ng by the door.

QLI VI A HANSHAW
Thank you Dr. Saer. Next, you're going
to break into small groups for a
littl e exercise.

Hank rushes up to Nancy.



HANK
Nancy. Do you want to be in ny group?

NANCY
No. | don't think I'm staying.

HANK
O course you are. W're here for a
reason. Weren't you |istening?

NANCY

Way do you think they picked you?
HANK

Well | nmean... | can fight. 1've been

boxi ng since I was 19.

NANCY
kay... how do you think they know
t hat ?
HANK
| don't know.
NANCY
Do you think |I've been boxing since |

was 197
Hank stares bl ankly at her.

NANCY ( CONT' D)
No. | haven't.

HANK
Vell, | don't really care why they
invited ne. |"'mjust glad to be here
and 1'mgoing to do what it takes.

NANCY
Ckay.

She turns back toward the guard.

HANK
Come on. Gve it a chance.

NANCY
(turns to Hank, fighting tears)
Sorry... ny husband | oved super
her oes.



28.

Hank smles at her and offers her a hug, which she accepts.
| NT. SCREEN ROOM AT SUPERHERO ACADEMY - DAY

There is a huge screen wall, where there are icons, each with
wor ds descri bing a power:

Invisibility. Super strength. Tinme travel. Tel epathy.
Heal i ng. Super speed. Flight. Electric manipul ation.
Br eat hi ng underwat er. Super hearing. Raising the dead.
Phot ographi ¢ nenory. Tel eportation. Wather control.

Aivia Hanshaw is near the wall, at the front of the room

Hank, Nancy, the goth girl (JANE) and two others are there: a
young nman who | ooks like an I T nerd, African Anerican (TOBY)
and a m ddl e aged nother, pretty but tired (BETH)

CLI VI A HANSHAW
When you | ook up here, what catches
your eye? You first, Hank.

HANK
Super strength or super speed.

QLI VI A HANSHAW

Tel | us why.

HANK
| just think it would feel amazing for
nmy body to be that strong or fast. 1'd

like to know what it feels |ike.

QLI VI A HANSHAW
Ckay, fair enough. Jane?

JANE
Tel eportati on.

OLI VI A HANSHAW
Why ?

JANE
| want to travel and see the world.

QLI VI A HANSHAW
Sounds nice. Just running around? O
runni ng away?

JANE
Not running. Teleporting. | don't run.



CLI VI A HANSHAW
Toby?

TOBY
| Iike the idea of manipulating
electricity. O another power that
interacts with technology in sone way,

because | | ove technol ogy.
QLI VI A HANSHAW

Good. How about you... is it Beth?
BETH

Yes. Beth. | think I'd go for healing.

QLI VI A HANSHAW
What draws you to heal ing?

BETH
Well, | have four boys, so | go
t hrough band-aids like toilet paper. |
was a nurse too. | can see just how

hel pful it would be.

OLl VI A HANSHAW
Makes sense. And | ast but not | east.
Nancy?

NANCY
Rai si ng t he dead.

OLI VI A HANSHAW
| " m guessing you' ve | ost soneone
i mportant to you.

NANCY
My husband.

HANK
Don't go maki ng zonbies, Nancy. It's a
bad i dea.

JANE
Shut up Hank. She's romanti c.

HANK
|"'m surprised you know anyt hi ng about
romance.

Toby | aughs. Jane gives hima death gl are.

29.



JANE
Don't | augh at nme, Pocket Protector.

QLI VI A HANSHAW
Alright, alright. Let's be nice.

HANK
We can be nice, but still. Zonbies are
al ways a bad idea. Just pick a
di fferent one, Nancy.

NANCY
Then time travel.

QLI VI A HANSHAW
Ckay. | assune it's for the sane
reason?

Nancy nods.

OLI VI A HANSHAW ( CONT' D)
| asked what you were drawn to. Not
all of these powers are necessarily
available to us yet. W're stil
wor king on the fornulas that allow
access to different parts of the brain
and body.

JANE
VWhat's the point of show ng us al
t hese, then? Wy don't you just show
us the ones that are ready, that we
can actually pick fron?

QLI VI A HANSHAW
Vell, none of themare 100% ready, and
that's part where you fit in.

HANK
| cane here to be a superhero. Not an
experi nment.

oLl VI A HANSHAW
And you will be a superhero. But you
see, everything has a cost.

JANE
Are you saying we're paying for our
abilities by being part of your fucked
up pharnmaceutical trial?

30.
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TOBY
Yes. That's what she's saying.

QLI VI A HANSHAW
No, | wouldn't say it that way.

Aivia takes a covered cage fromunder a desk and sets it up
where everyone can see.

QLI VI A HANSHAW ( CONT' D)
| would Iike to remnd you all of the
nondi scl osure agreenents you si gned
upon acceptance into the program

She makes sol enm eye contact with each of them Then she
pulls the cover off the cage to reveal a rat that is floating
in md-air.

Everyone | ooks inpressed or excited, except Beth, who | ooks
wor ri ed.

QLI VI A HANSHAW ( CONT' D)
Because things around here are only
going to get crazier.



