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I NT. BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Karen, 30, wearing yesterday' s nake-up, jeans and a nen’s
T-Shirt, lays in bed face down, | ooking out into the sun
drenched courtyard behind her building. Two small fans whirl
around her. Beads of sweat fall from her forehead. A
novenent in a far away, hal f-dead bush calls her attention
She puts her slippers on and clinbs out.

EXT. KAREN S BACKYARD - MORNI NG

Karen runs across the yard, |eaping over the typical trash
that collects in hidden corners of New York City. Carefu
not to get dirty, she clinbs over the wire fence.

EXT. BELLA' S BACKYARD - MORNI NG

Karen crosses the yard: Perfect bushes and a perfect garden.
A stark contrast to the one she just cane from She reaches
the next fence. But this one is a wall, too tall to clinb
and nothing to hold on to.

KAREN
Shit.

Karen is startled when she | ooks down and see’s BELLA, a
bar ef oot seven-year-old girl wearing a mask and superhero
cape. She’s holding a screwdriver, fixing a broken scooter.

KAREN
Hey Bella. Fuck. Sorry. You scared
me. Have you seen hinf?

Bell a stares, sipping froma juice box.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
| thought I saw him over in that

yard but | can’t- | can’t get over
t he fence.
Bella stares at her, still sipping fromthe al nost-enpty

j ui ce box.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
Do your parents have a | adder
coul d borrow?

Unnoved, Bella sucks a mxture of juice and air fromthe
now, enpty juice box.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
OK. Good tal k.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

Karen tries to junp the wall but can’t find her footing. She
al nost gets it and scrapes herself, sliding back down.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
Fuck

Karen | ooks back at Bella and finds the sane bl ank stare.
She goes back to her scooter.

BELLA
My nmom says that peopl e curse
because they | ack the vocabulary to
adequately express their real
enoti ons.

Karen wei ghs the words.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
Shoul dn’t you be in day care or
sonet hi ng?

BELLA
| don’t think he's com ng back.
It’s been a really long tine.

KAREN
| still have to try.

Beat .

BELLA
Janes said he’d help ne fix ny
scooter. If | help you find Brian,
will you ask hinf

KAREN
Why don’t you get your parents to
hel p you?

BELLA

They got denot ed.
KAREN
(confused)
Denoted to what ?

BELLA
Hondur as.

Bella returns to fixing her scooter. Karen does not know
what to say.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
Yea, ok. I'lIl ask him

Bell a stands and Karen picks her up.

BELLA
There’ s sonet hi ng novi ng over
t here.
KAREN
You see anyt hi ng?
BELLA
Brian... Psst Psst
KAREN

You see hi nf
Bel | a shakes her head.

BELLA
| see sonething noving but it could
be a squirrel.

She puts Bella on the ground

KAREN
Fucki ng squirrels.

She gl ances at Bella quickly and sits on the ground, taking
in the breeze and the quiet.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
Yea, | got it: Lack of vocabul ary.

Bel |l a nods and stares ahead for another nonent and then runs
of f.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
Hey! I'"msorry. Squirrels are O K
| guess!

Karen, defeated, watches her disappear into the house. She
stands, turning to the fence she can’t clinb and starts back
to her house.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
(To hersel f)
St upi d.

Bel | a charges back towards Karen, now with sneakers on. She
stops a couple of feet away.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

BELLA
Were are you goi ng?

KAREN
Honme. It probably isn't him

BELLA
VWhat if it is?

Mbtions for Karen to cone towards her. Karen wal ks over and
see’s the hole. Bella expertly slides through the hole in
t he fence.

KAREN
Hey, you don’t have to go over
there. | can just knock on the

nei ghbor’ s door.
Bel | a | ooks back through the hole.

BELLA
No one lives there.

Bel | a wal ks away whil e Karen sighs and nakes an attenpt at
going through the hole. She barely fits.

EXT. NElI GHBORS YARD - DAY

The abandoned yard is riddled with broken furniture, a torn
up couch, bags and junk strewn about and forgotten.

BELLA
Do you think Brian will scratch ne
agai n?

KAREN

Hey, will you conme back for a sec?
Bel l a stops, turns to Karen.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
No. He won’t.

Bel | a keeps stari ng.

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
He's | earned from his m st akes.

Karen waves her arm asking for help. Bella wal ks back and

pull's her. They struggle a bit then she makes it through and
Bel la starts wal ki ng away.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

BELLA
How di d he get out?

Karen is on her feet, dusting herself off. She has a
splinter fromthe fence on her hip. She tries to get it out
and trails behind.

KAREN
It was an acci dent.

Bella grabs a large tree branch off the ground and uses it
as a wal ki ng sti ck.

BELLA
There’s a kid in ny class naned
Brian. He always eats ny crayons
and the teacher still nmakes ne be
his Iine partner.

KAREN
What’s a |line partner?

BELLA
It’s when you have to hold hands
whi |l e you wal k out si de.

KAREN
G oss.

Bell a stops and sticks out her hand to shake. Karen is
surprised but they do.

BELLA
Brian, pst pst pst... Qur cat’s
name was Fitz. He ran away too.

KAREN
Did you ever find hinf

BELLA
No. But it's fine. He scratched ne
a |lot and broke ny soccer trophy.

KAREN
Fitz sounds like a jerk.

BELLA
Not al ways. Sonetinmes, when | was
sick, he would sleep with ne.

They reach a scrappy | ooking garage. There' s a doggy door at
the bottomjust Bella s size. Bella |looks at it.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

BELLA
Brian m ght scratch ne again. He's
scar ed.

KAREN
He’s not really my cat. But no, he
doesn’ t.

Bella crawls in. Karen waits outside.

BELLA (O. S.)
Brian... Brian... Wiwo's is he?
KAREN

Janes.
| NT. GARACE - DAY

A beautiful chaos. Dust floats in the |ight beam ng through
the dusty windows. An old tricycle is hanging fromthe
ceiling. A half finished wooden dol | house sits atop a

wor kbench. Bella bunps into a | arge tool box and a | arge
duffle bag full of rusted tools falls down.

I ntercut between Yard and Garage

KAREN
You ok?

BELLA
Yea.

Karen rel axes; and sits down | eani ng agai nst the garage.

BELLA ( CONT' D)
My nom would be so mad if this was
our garage. She says everything has
its place, even people.

Bel | a searches under the bench, behind the cabinet.

BELLA ( CONT' D)
But ny dad says that you nake your
place in the world. He al so nakes
t he best pancake. My aunt doesn’t
make pancakes. She nmakes arepas.

She stops to stare at the doll house, picking up a tiny
wooden cat .

BELLA ( CONT' D)
How did Brian get out?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Karen fidgets with her engagenent ring for a nonment. Then
finds a line of ants wal king up the garage, she follows
t hem

KAREN ( CONT’ D)
It was an accident. | opened the
w ndow to snoke. And Janes- we got
into an argunent and | forgot to
close it.

BELLA
s he mad at you? | was nmad at ny
dad when Fitz ran away. Mom said |
could get a turtle but then... Then
| came to live with ny aunt and
she’s allergic.

KAREN
No one is allergic to turtles.
Beat
BELLA
| s he mad?
KAREN
He is: But not about the cat.
BELLA
Why t hen?

Karen hesitates. She finds the end of the ant line. O
really it’s the beginning. Bella puts down the cat and picks
up two nore dolls: A woden nom and a wooden dad.

KAREN
| ki ssed sonmeone.
BELLA
VWho?
KAREN

Just soneone.

BELLA
On the |ips?

Karen shrugs.

BELLA ( CONT’ D)
You cheated? Kathy- she’'s ny
readi ng partner, she says that’s
cheating and that grown ups cheat a
| ot.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

KAREN
Well, yea, adults suck. Anyway. W
broke up and now | have to find his
cat.

Bella holds onto the dolls, making them hop together from
one surface to the next.

BELLA
Wiy did you do it then?

KAREN
Ki ss soneone else? | don't know.

Karen takes a deep breath.

BELLA
Kat hy ki ssed Sanuel R and Sanuel
V. and they did not get mad at her.
They gave her bracel ets nade out of
dead | eaves.

KAREN
That was big of them

Bell a crouches down falling out of sight. In a corner of the
garage, Bella peers under old sheets of plywod and stacked
[ unber. She puts the dolls in her pocket.

Poki ng with her wal king stick she sees a tuft of fur.
Forgetting her fear of being attacked, she lifts the piece
of cardboard. It’s a black and white cat: lifeless. Bella
st ares.

KAREN( CONT’ D)
| let himout on purpose.

Bel |l a | ooks towards Karen’s voice, takes the wooden toys out
of her pocket and | ooks at them

BELLA
Why ?

Bel |l a | eans against the table and | ooks at Bri an.

KAREN
| don’t know what | was thinking.
guess | wanted to hurt hi m back.

BELLA
Bri an?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

KAREN
No. Janes.

BELLA
But you cheat ed.

Beat

KAREN
There were other things- before the
kiss, smaller things. Things we
didn’t know were things...

BELLA
Li ke what ?

Karen breat hs deeply, closing her eyes.

Bel | a squeezes the toys in her hands and holds themto her
face. She stands the little people next to Brian and covers
themup with the cardboard. She gets up and crawl s back
under the doggy door and finds Karen.

EXT. NEI GHBORS YARD - DAY
Karen is standi ng by the doggy door.
Bel | a shakes her head slightly.

Karen plops to the ground, taking out a cigarette and a
lighter. She tries nmultiple times but the [ighter won't
cat ch.

BELLA
That’ s bad for you.

Karen | ooks up at Bella. She puts the cigarette back. Bella
stares at her then sits next to her and starts picking at
t he dead grass.

KAREN
Shit.

BELLA
Wiy did you do that? Wiy did you
et himgo by hinself? He's just a
cat. He didn’t do anything wong!

KAREN
You think |’ m awful.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

BELLA
Wiy did you do it?

Beat

KAREN
Have you ever felt invisible? Like
no one sees you? Like you can
hardly see yourself.

BELLA
Yeah.

KAREN
| thought | could get himto stay

BELLA
| don’t think that.

The two sit in silence for alittle while.

KAREN

|’msorry you can’t get a turtle.
BELLA

It’s ok. They snell like shit.

They both smile. Bella takes the toy cat out of her pocket
and gives it to Karen. Karen w pes her face.

FI'N



