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FADE | N
EXT. THE VI LLAGE - DAY

A smal |l Russian village surrounded by wheat fields. Most
of the houses | ook small but cozy. The condition of the
roads, or what’'s left of themis extrenely poor. At the
end of a road, there is a small brick house with wooden
frames and a small garage next to it.

I NT. ALEX' S ROOM - DAY

One of the walls is covered wth many certificates for

participation and winning in different contests for young
painters. The roomis a bit nessy but in an artistic way.
The papers and paints are all on the floor and furniture.

ALEX is a 17-year-old boy. He wears a white t-shirt and
bl ack shorts. He | ooks mature for his age. He is sitting
on the couch sketching one of his draw ngs whil e wat ching
an Anerican TV show on his | aptop.

The phone RINGS. Al ex rushes to the phone and accidentally
flips the red paint. It dramatically spreads on the floor.
Al ex takes a snmall pause before answering the phone as he
sees an unknown nunber calling. He takes a deep breath,

cl oses his eyes, and answers the phone.

ALEX
Hel | 0?

ELENA
Good norning! May | talk to Al ex?

ALEX
Uh, yes, that’s ne.

ELENA
Alex, ny nane is Elena, and I'm
calling on behalf of the exchange
program organi zers where you
applied six nonths ago. W have
very exciting news for you

ALEX
Un.. yes?

ELENA
We are happy to announce that you
are one of the w nners, and
you' re going to the States for
t he whol e acadeni c year

ALEX
(silent)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

ELENA
We need to confirmyour
participation. Wat would you
say, are you up for a new
advent ure?

ALEX
OH WY! Haha, yes! OF COURSE

ELENA
Great! W are also excited to
tell you that your host-famly
has al ready been found!

ALEX
Real | y? Please tell ne it’s not a
dream

(joyfully I aughing)
FADE OUT
| NT. ALEX' S ROOM - DAY - MONTAGE
-Alex carefully folds his clothes and packs the | uggage.
- Al ex checks the docunents and | ooks around his room

-Al ex kisses his siblings and waves goodbye to his
gr andpar ent s.

END OF MONTAGE
I NT. THE CAR - DAY

Alex and his parents are on the way to the airport. MARI A,
the nother, is a fit 40-year-old wonman | ooki ng younger
than her actual age. She wears a cheap t-shirt and bl ack
ski nny pants. VIKTOR, the father, is about 45 years ol d.
He has an average type of the body and short hair. He
wears the summer sportswear.

MARI A

Hey, just keep nessagi ng ne.
ALEX

Ckay.
MARI A

Message ne before you get on the
pl ane, and right after you | and,

pl ease. Don’'t make ne worry about
you, okay?

ALEX
I )

Yes, nom Il be messagi ng you.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 3.

MARI A
And | et’ s have Skype every ot her
week, or sonet hing.

ALEX
Didn’t you hear on that
i nformati on neeting that |
shoul dn’t Skype you guys for sone
time so | don’'t get honesick?
Wen | amin the States | won’'t
even be nmessagi ng you very often.

MARI A
But . ..

ALEX
Mom | really want to enjoy this
experience. And | don’t want to
be honesick. It would be
i npossible with all this chatting
and tal ki ng.

MARI A
(silent)

| NT. MOSCOW Al RPORT - DAY

Al ex registers for his flight and wal ks to the security
checki ng. He hugs and ki sses his parents.

ALEX
Ckay, guys. | have to go now
Love you tons! Take care!

MARI A
Bye, dear. Please, be safe! W
| ove you!

VI KTOR
Bye, son!

Al ex wal ks away. H's nother starts crying, and his father
cal ns her down.

MONTAGE - VAR QUS

A) EXT. MOSCOW Al RPORT - DAY - The pl ane takes off.

B) INT. THE PLANE - DAY - Alex listens to nusic in the
headphones | ooki ng at the w ndow. He sketches sone
draw ngs on the piece of paper.

C) EXT. DALLAS | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - MORNI NG - The pl ane
| ands.



| NT. DALLAS | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT - MORNI NG

Alex wal ks into the airport smling and | ooking around. He
enters the waiting area, and he gets surprised by how many
people are waiting for their relatives and friends. He
looks a little bit |ost, but soon he notices a couple in
their late forties, and two teenagers holding a big poster
t hat says "ALEX, WELCOVE TO AMERI CA". Alex wal ks fast to
his host famly.

ALEX
(shy)
Hel | o!

Host nother, CHRI STINE, is sonewhere between 40 and 50
good-1 ooking a bit overwei ghted woman. She is dressed
nicely, but too formal. A black bl ouse and a bl ack skirt
down to her ankles with black sandals. Her hair is short
and dark. Host father, JAMES, is a chubby 50-year-old man
with nostly gray hair and beard. He wears a formal bl ack
shirt and slacks. They both smle.

CHRI STI NE
Hey, honey! | am so happy to neet
you in person!

JAVES
Hey, bud. How was your flight?

ALEX
It was the very first flight |
have ever taken in ny life! |
really enjoyed it!

The twi n teenagers, JACOB and EMVA, are 15 years ol d.
Jacob is a tall boy with sonewhat a teen nustache and red
cheeks. Emma is a brunette girl with long hair and a
beautiful smle.

JACOB
Ni ce!

EMVA
Are you tired?

ALEX
Vwell, yeah. Alittle bit.

CHRI STI NE
kay, kids. Let’s get in the car.
| can't wait to show Al ex our
house and his room

Everyone snmiles. They walk slowy towards their old Jeep
tal king indistinctly and noddi ng.
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I NT. THE CAR - DAY

Janes is behind the wheel. He turns on the country radio
station. The song is playing.

CHRI STI NE
Oh, | love this song!

Everyone in the car starts singing except for Al ex because
he doesn’t know the lyrics. He | ooks at the hosts,

sm |ing.

EXT. THE STREET - DAY

The host famly and Alex arrive at the house. It is quite
big: a single-floor house painted white with big w ndows

and a wooden door at the entrance. Al ex opens his nouth as
he is very surprised.

JAMVES
Do you like it?

ALEX
Ch, yeah!

JAVES

Conme on in! Now you live here.

The family notices a small white fluffy kitten wal ki ng and
meow ng out si de.

CHRI STI NE
Amwwv. .. | ook at this cuteness!
Hey, Alex, it is alnobst as cute
as you are!
(all laughing)

EMVA
Can we take it in? Pretty
pl eeease!

CHRI STI NE

(taking the kitten)
O course, we can, dear

| NT. THE HOUSE - DAY
MONTAGE
-Christine shows the house to Al ex. They tal k.

- Al ex unpacks his |uggage and arranges sone things in his
new room

-Alex and his host fam |y exchange sone gifts.

-At the end of the day, they have their first dinner
t oget her.
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END OF MONTAGE
I NT. THE SCHOCL - TWO WEEKS LATER

Alex is sitting in the classroom There are about twenty
students. The teacher is explaining the material. Alex is
| ooki ng out of the w ndow.

THE TEACHER (V. Q)
...inreligion it is sinple. If
there was God then we sinply can
not deny the existence of the
Devil . ..

I NT. THE SCHOCL HALLWAY - DAY

Alex is talking to his new friend, REBECCA. She is a
16-year-old beautiful blonde girl, the daughter of Sheriff
Jones.

REBECCA
How s it going? Is it hard to
adjust to this place?

ALEX
It is so small. | thought 1'd be
living in LA, or New York. Haha.
But you know, | really like it
her e!

REBECCA

Hey, would you like to have a cup
of coffee, and have a
conversation in a cozier place?

ALEX
Sure, | do!

| NT. COFFEEHOUSE - DAY
The cof feehouse is full of people sitting at the tables

and talking to each other. Al ex and Rebecca are | aughing
and tal ki ng.

REBECCA
... hahaha. You re so funny and
smart, Alex. | always wanted to
have a friend |ike you.
ALEX
Don’t you have friends?
REBECCA
Vel l, of course, | do, but...

(stops smling)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

ALEX
What ?
REBECCA
Unh. Alex, | need to tell you
somet hi ng.
ALEX
(smling)
Go ahead! I'mlistening to you.
REBECCA

You seemto be a really nice guy,
and | think you should know
sonething. Um | don't really
know how to tell you about it,
but this place is not what it
seens to be.

ALEX
What do you nean?

REBECCA
You shouldn’t stay here any
| onger .

ALEX

Un can you be nore specific?

Rebecca’ s phone RINGS. Rebecca answers it. She nods from
time to tinme.

REBECCA
(on the phone)
Yes. kay.

Rebecca ends the call.

REBECCA
Alex, | amsorry. | really have
to go.

ALEX
What do you nean you have to go?
| want you to tell nme what's

goi ng on.

REBECCA
| can explain it later. | mnust
go. Bye.

Rebecca | eaves cof feehouse. Alex is staring at the
entrance door.



14 I NT. THE HOUSE - EVEN NG

Al ex is wal king around the house | ooking for sonething.
Christine is doing the dishes.

ALEX
Christine, have you seen the
kitten?

CHRI STI NE
Oh, Alex, can you already stop
it?

ALEX
What ?

CHRI STI NE
Just call me nom okay?

ALEX
Ch, sorry. It’s just unusual,
Christine... | mean... nom

(both smling)
So, back to the kitten. Have you
seen it?

CHRI STI NE
| fed it in the norning. Mybe
the kids took it somewhere.

The phone RINGS. Christine picks it up.
LAURA (V. Q)

H Christine, it’s Laura. My I
talk to Al ex?

CHRI STI NE
Oh, hi Laura! O course! He is
ri ght here.
(passes a phone to Al ex
whi speri ng)
It’s your placenent coordinator.
ALEX
Hel | 0?
LAURA (V. Q)
H, Alex! It's Laura. | have to
fill in nmy nmonthly report about

your experience in the host
famly. Do you have a nonent?

ALEX
(wal ki ng back to his room
O course, no probl em
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I NT. ALEX' S BEDROCOM - EVEN NG

Alex is sitting on his bed and tal king on the phone.

LAURA (V. Q)
How has it been there? Do you

like it?

ALEX
Yeah. |
nmy host famly,
nmy school . |
peopl e. Thank you,

enj oy being here. |
and |
net a | ot of new

li ke
really | ove

Laur a!

LAURA (V. O.)

Any troubl es?

ALEX
No, not at all.
finel

Everything is

LAURA (V. O)

Okay then. If you

need ny hel p,

call this nunber any tinme you

need to. |

am al ways here to

hel p. Do you renenber the rules
from pre-departure orientation?

ALEX
Yeah, yeah. yeah

Everyt hi ng can

be resol ved by a pl acenent

coordi nator, and |
call ny parents,

don’t have to

or contest

organi zers because you' Il get in

troubl e for not
probl ens. |

resol ving ny
renenber that.

LAURA (V. O)

That's right!

Okay then. 1’11

call to check on you next week.

Bye for now

ALEX
Bye!
| NT. THE KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Al ex is having a breakfast,
to go sonmewhere.

and his host famly gets ready

CHRI STI NE

Honey, we’ Il
| ate afternoon. Pl
your homewor k and
kay?

be gone until the

ease, finish
t he chores.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 10.

ALEX
Yes, mom | will.
CHRI STI NE
Thank you!

(to the kids)
kay, guys. It’s time to go!

The famly | eaves the house. Alex finishes his cereal.

I NT. CHRI STINE'S ROOM - MORNI NG

Christine’s roomis not very big. It is nessy but could be
cozy if it’s cleaned up. Alex is snooping around. He | ooks

at the personal library. They have a | ot of different
books. He reads the nanes of the books out | oud.

ALEX
"How To Make Dinner in 20
M nutes”, "The Key to Successf ul

Fam |y Life", "10 CGol den Rul es of
Rai sing Your Children", "Crine
and Puni shment" by Dost oevsky. ..

Al ex takes out sone books and sees nore behind them
..."Life Can Be Meani ngful ",
"Hi dden Messages","Ritual s".

He stops reading the titles and puts all the books back on
t he shel f.

Al ex | ooks at a chest of drawers. He | ooks inside them one
by one. At the very bottomdrawer, he finds a jewelry box.
He opens it and takes out a bracelet. He | ooks at it
carefully, and then suddenly throws it on the floor. He
picks it up again and realizes that the bracelet is nmade
of sonething that |ooks |like tiny bones and teeth. He then
| ooks again inside the box and finds a tiny furry white
paw. He nervously puts the things back in their places and
rushes to the phone.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

LAURA (V. O
Hel | 0?
ALEX
(panting)
Laura, |I...l have to... can we
meet ?
LAURA (V. O

Al ex? What’s wong?

ALEX
| don’t know what | just saw, but
they... they are not who you
thi nk they are.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 11.

LAURA (V. Q)
Hey, cal m down. What are you
tal ki ng about ?

ALEX
My host famly. They are a part
of a cult or sonething. Maybe
worse. O nmaybe they’'re just
crazy. | don’t know. 1...l just
can’'t stay here any |l onger. You
nmust hel p ne!

LAURA (V. Q)
Okay, you are not maki ng any
sense, but fine, I'lIl be there in
hal f an hour. Stay there and wai't

for ne.
EXT. THE FRONT YARD - DAY

Alex is standing outside, in front of the house, with the
arnms crossed on his chest. He is nervously | ooking around.

A black old car arrives. Alex rushes to the car. He gets
i nsi de and keeps | ooki ng around.

LAURA is in her late fifties, a nicely dressed and
eccentric-1ooking woman with medi umcurly grayish hair
wearing red lipstick and big earrings.

LAURA
You' re as pal e as dough when |
make it w thout any eggs. What’s

wWr ong?
ALEX
Laura, drive, please. Let’s get
out. JUST GO SOVEWHERE! |’ 1| tel
you what’'s wong on the way.
LAURA
Alright, alright. Let’s go to ny
pl ace.
| NT. THE CAR - DAY
ALEX

My host fam |y does sonething
terrible to the animals.

LAURA
Wha.. What? | nean how do you
know t hat ?

ALEX
| found the books about sone
rituals in their library, and

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

ALEX (cont’ d)
saw the things they made out of
ani mal s’ bones. ..

Al ex and Laura see the sheriff on the road. The |l atter one
stops their car

SHERI FF JONES
You seemto be in a rush. The
speed limt here is 60. Is
everything alright?
(1 ooking at Al ex and
smling)
Hey, buddy!

ALEX
Un yes, thereis.. w're...

LAURA
(smling back at sheriff)
Everything is fine! | didn't
notice a speed Iimt sign. Sorry.

SHERI FF JONES
Al right, please, be careful on
the road. W don’t need
acci dents, especially with
foreign students.
(wi nks at Al ex)

Laura conti nues dri ving.

ALEX
Way didn’t you tell hinf

LAURA
Tell himwhat? | can’t even
under stand anyt hi ng nysel f.
Li sten, when we get to ny pl ace
you should tell me everything
fromthe very begi nning agai n,
and then we can deci de whet her
you need to switch your famly,
or if we should involve the
pol i ce.

21 EXT. LAURA' S HOUSE - DAY

Laura and Al ex get out of the car and go towards the brick
house wth a big green yard.



13.

22 | NT. THE HALLWAY - DAY

Alex conmes in first. He walks into the dining room Laura
| ooks around and | ocks the door fromthe inside putting
the key in her pocket.

LAURA (V. Q)
(fromthe living room
Hey, Al ex, cone here.

23 I NT. THE LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Al ex comes in. He gets scared. It is visible fromhis
slightly opened nmouth and teary eyes. His host famly is
sitting in the roomand staring at him The parents | ook
angry, and the kids are di sappoi nted.

CHRI STI NE
Sit down!

Al ex sits down on the chair.

CHRI STI NE
So, Alex, | thought we were
friends. | thought | could trust
you.

JAVES
What should we do with you now?
Huh?

ALEX

...l promise |l won't tel

anyone. Can | just go hone? I...I
swear |’'mnot gonna tell anyone
about it.

Knock on the door. Laura goes to open it. She sees the
sheriff and his daughter, Rebecca.

LAURA
W need to do sonet hing about
thi s boy.

SHERI FF JONES( V. O.)
Don’t worry.

Sheri ff and Rebecca enter the living room

SHERI FF JONES
Take himto your bedroom W nust
di scuss a couple of things before
we take an action.

Janmes ties Alex and brings himto Laura’s bedroom Rebecca
stays to | ook after Al ex.
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24 | NT. LAURA’ S BEDROOM - DAY

Laura’s bedroomis small. It can barely fit a queen size
bed and a coupl e of nightstands.

REBECCA
Wiy didn’t you listen to ne?

ALEX
About what? You never said |'d

end up here facing God knows
what .

REBECCA

| amsorry | couldn’t tell you
about it earlier. Renenber that
time in the cof feehouse? | tried
to tell you, but my dad...

(sighs)
...he wanted ne to cone hone
right away, and | decided that |
woul d tell you about it next
tine.

ALEX
Am | going to die?

REBECCA
I, I really don’t know.

ALEX
So, what’s going on? Wat are
t hey doi ng and why?

REBECCA
From what | know, your hosts
couldn’t conceive children for a
long tine. They had been to
di fferent doctors, and clinics,
but all in vain. Then they found
this group who sacrifices living
for a happier life. After a
couple of rituals, Christine and
James successfully conceived the
twins. Unfortunately, they can’t
stop now. That’'s a part of the
deal . The sane goes for their
chil dren and the next
gener ati ons.

ALEX
What about ot her people? Laura
and your dad?

REBECCA
W all believe it will bring us a
happier life. W sacrifice

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 15.

REBECCA (cont’ d)
sonething to receive the goods in
exchange.

They hear sone novenent and indistinct but |oud
conversation comng fromthe living room

REBECCA
"1l help you get out of here.
You should use ny dad’s car. It

is unl ocked, but I still have to
get the keys to start it. Wit
here.
ALEX
WIIl you finally untie nme?
REBECCA
| said wait.

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Rebecca wal ks back and forth, then calls her dad. Sheriff
Jones cones in.

REBECCA
Dad, how are we gonna solve this?
He i s an exchange student.
Everybody will start |ooking for
hi m as soon as people realize
sonet hi ng went wrong.

SHERI FF JONES
Honey, accidents happen all the
time. This wll be just another
accident with another teen who
went for an unfortunate drive in
his friend s car or sonething.

Rebecca hugs her dad and steals the car key fromthe cl anp
of his belt.

REBECCA
| love you, dad.

SHERI FF JONES
| | ove you too, dear. Now go to
Al ex and make sure he doesn’t
make any stupi d deci sions.

| NT. LAURA’ S BEDROOM - DAY

Rebecca unties Al ex, opens a w ndow, and gives himthe
keys.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 16.

REBECCA
(whi speri ng)
Now it’s all up to you

ALEX
Let’ s escape together. \Wat are
you going to say to your dad when
| m gone?

REBECCA
Don't worry. I'Il take care of
it.
Al ex stares at Rebecca for a while.

ALEX
Thank you!

Loud noi ses are comng fromthe |iving room

REBECCA
Go! Now
Alex in a hurry gets out through the wi ndow cutting his
leg with a sharp edge of a frane. Rebecca | ocks the door
fromthe inside sliding dowm against it.

The sheriff tries to open it fromthe other side.

SHERI FF JONES (V. Q)
Rebecca, what’s going on? Open
t he door! NOW

EXT. THE FRONT YARD - DAY

Al ex runs to the car |ooking back and falls down once. He
gets up and reaches the vehicl e door.

| NT. THE CAR - DAY

Al ex gets into the car. The first a couple of tries to
start the car are unsuccessful. He finally nmanages to
start it and drives away.

EXT. THE H GHWAY - DAY

Alex is driving, but he still | ooks back fromtine to
tinme.

The fuel indicator shows that the car is running | ow on

gasoline. Alex stops. He punches a wheel nmultiple tines
and puts his head on it.

( CONTI NUED)
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He gets out and starts hitchhiking. The first coupl e of
cars pass by without stopping. Finally, an old black car
stops. The old man, JACK, is behind a wheel, and his

ki nd-1ooking wife in her sixties, AGNES, with a tiny
fluffy cute dog, is sitting in the front. She opens the
door.

AGNES
How can we hel p you, sweetheart?

ALEX
(panting)
|’ ve been foll owed by peopl e.
They want to do sonething
terrible to ne. I ran out of
gasoline, and | need hel p.
(starts crying)

AGNES
Ch, honey. Whuld you like ne to
call the police?

ALEX
Yes, please! Could you drive ne
to the closest city?

AGNES
Oh, of course!l CGet in!

Alex gets in their car. They drive for sonme tine in tota
silence. Alex is nervously sitting in the back seat. He

| ooks in the front mrror. The old man’s eyes nake cont act
with him

JACK
So, what happened?

ALEX
... um.. | don't know where to
start.

AGNES

Sweet heart, don’t worry. Help is
al ready here. W’re with you.

ALEX
Coul d you call the police?

AGNES
We don’t have phones, dear,
(1 ooki ng ahead)
but someone here has got one for
sure.
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EXT. BI G FIELD - EVEN NG

The ol d couple and Alex drive into the big field with many
peopl e. They cel ebrate sonething. Agnes gets out of the
car and asks Alex to go with her. They slowy wal k towards
the people indistinctly tal king about something. Sone
peopl e are dancing, and others are sitting around the
canpfire.

AGNES
Enj oy the cel ebration, dear. You
really need to bring your nood

up.

ALEX
But | just need help. Can we ask
sonmeone to call the police, or
can we go to the city? Could you
drive ne there? | don’t want to
stay here. They're going to find
me, and then they will kill ne.
| ” m not j oki ng!

AGNES
(sweetly)
Ch, don’t worry, honey. Help is
her e.

Al ex notices that people have different pets in cages with
them People are happy; they talk to each other and | augh.

Al ex sees two formally dressed m ddl e-aged | adi es tal ki ng
to each ot her

ASHLEY
(to Megan, pointing at her
cage)
Hey, | ook what |’ve brought with
nme!
VEGAN
Oh, it is so cute! Look at m ne!
(pointing at her little
uppy
Isn’t it adorabl e?

t
(bot h | augh)
They both notice Agnes.

ASHLEY
Hey, Agnes. Wat have you brought
t oday?

MVEGAN
Yes, Agnie. What is your treat?
Hn?

(pointing at the dog)
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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MEGAN (cont’ d)
Is it this little puppy? So cute!

AGNES
(smling)
Oh, ha ha ha, no-no. |’'ve got
somet hi ng way sweeter, honey.
(1 ooking at Al ex)

FADE OUT
THE END



